they replaced it with a lot of rhetoric in favour of liberal individualism.
Doctors creep into the story with the residential schools, which were established around the same time to expedite assimilation and prevent children going the way of their parents. The Canadian government could not duck a certain responsibility to combat the tuberculosis and scrofula devastating the young students in its care. But it provided only forms of treatment which amounted to a fancy description of everyday events: open-air treatment or physical exercise and hard labour which stimulated the phagocytes. When Klasien's Horstman's study explores the relationship between the Dutch medical profession and the life insurance industry during the formative period of insurance medical practice. She rejects established approaches, which account for doctors' roles as gatekeepers of insurance funds either as an aspect of growing professional autonomy, or as the outcome of increasing scientific expertise. Instead her conceptual framework is the interdependency of the profession, the insurance business and the public, although it is the life insurance companies which emerge as the dominant partners. These firms utilized medical science both to further their economic aims, of attracting applicants and selecting healthy risks, and to validate their claims to an ethical, rather than nakedly commercial, social role. Doctors, she suggests, readily surrendered the shaping of insurance practice to the companies, largely because their professional organization, the NMG, was insufficiently concerned with "monitoring activities for public care arrangements" (p. 192). For the ordinary citizen the experience of life selection contributed to a cultural shift in attitudes to the body, in which health came to be seen no longer as a matter of destiny, but of longterm risk, and therefore subject to prediction and to preventive action. Thus life insurance was deeply implicated in the emergence of "homo hygienicus" with his "individualist, rationalist health morality" (p. 155).
